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AmMerican Religious
Ecologies Project



This year marks the one hundredth
anniversary of the 1926 Religious
Bodies Census, which documented
227,700+ active religious congregations
iNn the United States in one calendar
year. While not every religious group
was accounted for equally, this
resource is invaluable to scholars of
early twentieth-century American
religious life. To demonstrate the
possibilities of this resource, hew
research is being conducted at the Roy
Rosenzweig Center for History and New
Media, focused on understanding
Washington, DC's religious ecology in
1926, using.the Religious Bodies
Census as a guide. Read on to learn
about the current findings and ongoing
research...
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For Washington, DC,
there are 399 census
schedules for religious
bodies.

They look like this.

Each schedule has
INformation about the

iIndividual congregation,
iIncluding the number of their

members (divided into

categories of gender + age),
whether the group owned
their building, clerical detaills,

and other relevant
INformation.

DC is only 61 square miles,
but the schedules document a
diverse religiosity in the
nation’'s capital city: Jews,
uakers, Black
Baptists, Spiritualists, Baha’
Lutherans, Presbyterians and

Catholics,

numerous others are

g,
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scattered across all 8 wards.
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
BUREAU OF THE CENSUS
WASHINGTON

UNITED STATES CENSUS

FILL OUT R SEPARATE SCHEDDLE FOR EACH CHURCH

SCHEDULE 1926

3 Yy Wi
OF RELIGIOUS BODIES B
er msﬁﬁcﬁws ON THE BACK oﬁﬁiém L

L 4
a. Denomination ,-__d? ________________ z ____________________________

Countv 2 CS" (3 ........ /1. State_“ﬁ?f_fe‘ ______

’Z'i;e
MEMBERSHIP

Report number of members according to definition of

p— .
member in your church

Number of members, by sex:

TMals 000 Locis TR L e b 5 wosagd _3 _.ﬂ. ,,,,,
Roiempla s Los ddob. o slissaves  alnsacs aé _____

V
2 Tolabnumber. of neIbBra: ittt _éf _____

Number of members under and over 13 years old: n
4. Under I8 'yohtaof 6Ll 0 vl 28 stle 7 bolsoll i !

& 18 yvéars old and owver o xS dl sedl sbaibo. 67
B cLolal nuber of MEAMDEDE. . foiie laiubataicr s 6?

Note.—The total given under Question 6 should be the
same as the total of males and females given under Question 3.

CHURCH BUILDINGS

See instructions, paragraphs 10 to 12

7. Numberof churcni etdifices .- "~~~ "> w4 M ______

CHURCH SCHOOLS

Report here only schools conducted by this church
Sunday schools:
16. Number of officers and teachers ____________ __ /4 ......

A < DNaunhen.of BChOlaRE. ch o T 3?-_-

Summer vacation Bible schools:
18. Number of officers and teachers .__.._______ ___________._.

18 Numbenof . soholaRh i s s i e oditcioe - it it et

Week-day religious schools:
20. Number of officers and teachers ____________ _._______.__._

21. Number of sehplars .. dlisads. S salitalats &

Parochial schools:
22. Number of administrative officers._._______ _occooioo..
23. Number of teachers—
a. Elementary (grades 1 to B).._cie Jsgedn se_ ool

b, Becotdmry. o N N R e s S,
24. Number of scholars—
a. Elementary (grades 1to 8) ... _____. L. T,

b. 'Secon8ary lorca terod gl G atidesnt) ahan e

PASTOR .
25. Name of pastor FMAM«/KMJ?& ____________
(!

(If church has no pastor, write “ None”

26. Number of ordained ministers, if any, em-

Dloyved as assietand DRBLOTE . o o
27. Number of other churches served by the

PEELOTF OF N8 AESlUATIE .

8. Value of church edifices —.........._..._..__. $.. Ay OO
9. Debt on church edifices ...._........._....__ 5. & D
10. Does church own pastor’s residence ._...__. ‘4/3 _______
Y N
11. Value of pastor’s residence (if owned by VARG
T e oAb o e e e Sl Pt LM el R
12. Debt on pastor’s residence (if owned by
I e | RS RS :
EXPENDITURES |

Amount expended by your church during last fiscal year

13. Amount expended for salaries, repairs,
and other running expenses; for im-

provements or new buildings; and for — |
payments on church debt ...______________ $4§-00£*%
14. Amount expended for benevolences, in- |
cluding home and foreign missions; for r

denominational support; and for all -
T T T T R R $é:’00

15. Total expendltures durlng L PR 35:35‘[0‘4'

Signature of person furnishing information __ '_G %‘M

If pastor (or assistant pastor) is a graduate of a college or
theological seminary, give name of institution below. (If
not a graduate, write ‘“No’’ in the space indicated.)

P”Sé“coueggsﬁmﬂm_é.ﬁﬁ.% )

29., Theolopich] BEIRINATT ..o e e b R 3
Asei‘:tant pastor:

31. Theological'seminaty ol i AL SR

Notre.—Where one pastor serves two or more churches
Questions 28 and 29 should be answered only on the schedule
for one of the churches; on the schedules for the other churches,
write ““See schedule fOF oo church.’

Official title _. Mﬁ; .....................................................

Date ! &C&'t—l{&eﬂ-.’g?—g _________ , 192 6

8-5518a 11—0054a

And sometimes they

P. O. Address .2 256--2?31%% A e

ufoUvjm,o&- &

are hardtoread! @'

s,




{ ¢
\

=
v 7

PR
T

w0
byt
0

i / — ‘ " :

l, — B S ——
% .
3 2 -
= -

{
X

“i ——

All photographs in this zine were taken by Shae Corey and depict religious

congregations around the District.

In 1926, Washington, DC was predominantly Christian and
the community was strictly partitioned by racial and ethnic
boundaries. Washington,  DC’'s highest ranked
denomination by nhumber of churches in the state was the
"Negro Baptist”" denomination. The U.S. Census Bureau
used "Negro Baptist” to broadly categorize Black Baptist
communities. Washington, DC's population was 25% Black
IN 1920, and "Negro Baptists” comprised the single largest
number of congregations counted by the Census Bureau.
Segregation In the city was "“"uneven and quirky” and
oriented around "“unwritten customs rather than formal
laws.”

When states were analyzed and ranked based on the
humber of recorded members In existing churches,
Washington, DC was listed as being predominantly Roman
Catholic (67,348), followed by Negro Baptist (41,262), and
Protestant Episcopal (28,347). It is important to note that
within these categories, race and ethnicity are not noted. In
the official census publication, it I1s written that "no effort
was made to enumerate the individual Negro members
belonging to local white churches.” This leaves a question
mark In the ongoing research regarding racial and ethnic
delineations in the data.

Sources: For 25% Black population and quoted section on segregation, see Chris Meyers Asch & Derek G. Musgrove,
Chocolate City: A History of Race and Democracy in the Nation's Capital, University of North Carolina Press, 2017, page
248. For section on U.S. Census, see Religious Bodies: 1926, Volume One Summary & Detailed Tables, United States
Government Printing Office, Washington: 1930, page 69.
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Of the 286 religious institutions, the
majority of the structures and their
original sites remain in-use.
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Religious structures are not simply
buildings, but sites of communal
expression, familial tradition, and
iIntergenerational networks. Within a
heavily preserved city like
Washington, DC, these physical
buildings can often be given a second
life, either with a new congregation, or
as a hew socilal space such as a
school, hotel, or apartment complex.

For congregants who have spent
decades worshipping in the same
space, losing access to their building
can be incredibly painful. From 1926
to 2026, many religious groups have
been forced to move locations, either
through internal troubles like financial
concerns, or through external factors,
like urban renewal, mass commercial
development, and gentrification.

Documenting and analyzing the
history of these historic religious
groups is incredibly important for the
congregants, but also for
understanding the larger story of
Washington, DC. The District's
religious institutions have contributed
to the city's architecture, established
school systems, hosted presidents,
developed childcare programs,
championed affordable housing, and
provided innumerable forms of charity
to the community. These

o e e LG contributions should be recognized
e el and contextualized in the broader

| UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

G 4&  urban history of the city.
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Curious about Washington, DC's religious history? Read this
short zine to learn more! Or visit the creators online...

American Religious Ecologies Project
Wuww.religousecologies.org

Roy Rosenzweig Center For History and New Media
WwuJ.rrchnm.org

Shae Corey
WUJW.shaecorey.com



https://www.religousecologies.org/
https://www.rrchnm.org/
https://www.shaecorey.com/

